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Introduction to IBM SoftLayer - A Global Hosting Leader

Top 100,000 Sites
By Hosting Provider

Source: Hostcabi.net

Leading IaaS Provider
Offering virtualized Public Cloud instances, Private
Cloud deployments, Bare Metal Servers

•Formed by ten industry veterans in 2005
•Model predicated on software-driven infrastructure
•Unencumbered by early-industry legacy restrictions

Founding principles
Innovation, Empowerment, Automation, Integration

An IBM Company
Acquired by IBM in July 2013



What is Cloud?



Cloud is in our life





Digital Signage



Mobile Apps



Cloud – A Working Definition
Market definition:
Cloud (n) Virtual Machines and simple Storage in a multi-tenant environment

The IBM definition:
Cloud (n) On-demand compute with consumptive billing

• On-demand
Rapidly provisioned services

• Compute
Servers, network, storage, firewalls, load balancing, ancillary services
All Multi-tenant or Single-tenant.

• Consumptive billing
Turns traditional fixed IT costs into truly variable – monthly or hourly – Capex vs Opex

Virtualization is not Cloud

Virtualization is a component of Cloud, but it does not scale sufficiently.



Cloud – simply put
• Flexibility

• Provide hourly and monthly servers to rent

• On-demand
• Fast Establishment (within minutes)
• Pay-as-you-go
• No contract bounded
• Through the internet

• Single or Multi-tenant



Why Cloud so Popular?
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IT knowledge



vs.





Short-term Project
Buying a new server for a 3-month campaign

vs
Renting a Cloud Server



What experience can be
enhanced by Cloud?



Remember 3 things
- Flexibility
- Elasticity
- Speed
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Email Marketing / e-Direct Mail









Cloud is designed for SMEs



Why I say ‘Cloud is designed for SMEs?’

• Monthly Cost low as HKD200 per month



Why I say ‘Cloud is designed for SMEs?’
• You’ll never need a server room



Why I say ‘Cloud is designed for SMEs?’

• You don’t need to an IT guy



Why I say ‘Cloud is designed for SMEs?’

• You don’t need any one-time investment
• Cash Flow
• Easy to upgrade and downgrade










